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THE CHANGES GOD HAS WORKED IN ME
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Perhaps unexpectedly, the internship was a
difficult job for me. Actually, | was very
honest with myself and others at the start
when | said | didn't really have a desire for
children’s ministry, but | did expect God to
work changes. As an engineering student, |
am very used to doing complicated
calculations, and coming up with solutions
that usually come in the form of mechanical
systems. But for the internship, | had to plan
all of VBS even though | hadn't participated
in the in-person program in about 8 years.

By far the biggest challenge was planning
my station and explaining abstract concepts
like living missionally in the simplest terms.
It was difficult to strike a balance of activities
that were fun and engaging, but also got the
point across, so much so that | was usually in
a state of stress just thinking about it.
Ultimately, this challenge turned out to be
very rewarding and a blessing. Especially
when | got really positive responses from
the kids who enjoyed the station activities.

| think going on a mission trip right before
the internship inspired me to do more than |
would have. One thing was reaching out to
missionaries that our church supports, like
David and Ruth Ullstrom. David shared one
story that | related to, about someone who
said following Jesus was too hard. They were
used to working regular hours as an
engineer, but after becoming a pastor they
complained about listening to people talk
about their problems and preparing a
sermon every single week. Yet in the end
they decided to bear their cross. This was a
story | shared for the Day 4 VBS theme, that
Jesus is Worth Following. | also asked David
for prayer requests, and when | shared them
with the kids, | was glad to see some kids
who tried praying.

The way the other volunteers supported
each other also brought me joy and
encouragement. I'm really thankful for
everyone who agreed to help out in any
capacity for the day camps, and that | could
assign roles and responsibilities that were

suitable. There were a couple times when a
leader would need extra support, and
others would graciously step in. | found it
uplifting just to notice these situations.
Often, | would need to communicate plans
and directions, and | appreciated how the
other leaders would respond with
immediate action.

| thank God for the wisdom He provided in
the planning process and throughout the
camp. In the end, it seemed most people, if
not everyone, were satisfied with the
outcome of VBS. | thank God for receiving
strength and energy. During AlA, even after
spending a morning and afternoon with the
children,  would still have energy to plan for
VBS. During VBS, some days | would end the
day more energised than at the beginning,
such that by the next Sunday, | could lead
worship and finish strong for the finale.
Lastly, | thank God for the changes He has
worked in me, as | embraced ministering to
the children. @



As some people know, last year | was an
unofficial intern and had helped plan the
summer camps for that year. Now, after
completing this year's internship, | could
recognize the differences between the 2
years. As there were only 2 of us, that meant
it was a lot more work for us and was
something | wasn't prepared for. | had to
spend a lot more time planning, and | also
spent more time communicating with the
other volunteers. More than just extra work,
| also was put into a higher position during
the VBS camp, where | had to lead the VBS
camp intros and outros. All these things
helped with my quick-thinking skills, as
campers and volunteers would ask
questions that | would have to answer.

Another thing that | had to use was time

management, which was something that |
worked on. There were a lot of different
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things that had to be planned, and a lot of
behind-the-scenes work for the camp to run
smoothly. To make work more efficient, we
set deadlines for most of the planning so we
could finish on time. | did find this difficult
for some things as | couldn't come up with
ideas or didn't feel like doing the work at all.
As a result, | didn't finish a few of the items
on time, which meant | had to do more work
during the camps. | think that this is
something | still need to improve on for me
to be able to fully be efficient in my work.

Finally, this year was the first time | really felt
the spiritual growth in me. We read 2 books,
one about leadership, and one a devotional.
These books were structured well and were
easy to understand. This greatly helped me
in my spiritual journey, as the simpler text
allowed me to focus more on what God was
telling me. The first helped me in my
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leading, as it taught me the different aspects
of being a leader, something | hope to apply
to my life more, while the other talked about
how each part of your life can become more
God-centered. Also, our 3-person small
group really helped me as well, as both
Austin and Pastor Michael helped me be
accountable and challenged me to do my
best.

To finish, | think that this internship was a
great opportunity for me to step up in our
church community, and something that |
found really helpful in both my spiritual and
mental growth. While stressful at times, this
internship was really fulfilling, and it felt
great seeing all our hard work pay off at the
camps. | highly recommend this internship
to others, as it is a great experience and can
really help you grow in many areas of your

life. @
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