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Prayer is indispensable, important, and
impactful.

God answers prayer as we humbly and
honestly come to Him; in fact, God promises
to answer when we pray but promises
nothing if we don’t. With all the problems in
the world and in our own lives, not praying
is simply being...stupid.

But beyond praying to receive things, we
must pray because we have—or should
have—a hunger for God. We want to relate
to Him. And prayer does that. It develops
and deepens that hunger for and
relationship with Him.

We focus a lot on Scripture, on teaching and
learning—and rightly so. However, while
learning about and knowing Scripture is
absolutely vital, it is not the most important.
Scripture points to Jesus, and knowing Him,
relating to Him and being transformed by
Him is paramount! And again, prayer does
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that: growth requires commitment, and
commitment requires total dependence.
And that again means we...must...pray!

Similarly, we focus a lot on doing Ministry,
which is also absolutely necessary. But
again, this also is not the most important
aspect of a believer’s life—or the life of a
church. Ministry can make a big difference,
but visible results are not necessarily proof
that God is actually involved and giving His
blessing. We must pray before, during and
after anything we do for God, because
without Him we cannot do anything; He
empowers us. In fact, we actually don't do
anything for God; He does things for and
through us.

So let’s learn much and serve much, but
what we must do much more is pray.

Prayer is essential for growth; it fosters
commitment and total dependence on God.
It changes us and changes the world. While
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teaching and preaching, ministry and music
and fellowship are all important, the
defining characteristic of the church—and
Christians individually—is prayer.

Prayer is the barometer of a church’s health:
a church that prays is a church that is
healthy, even if external success is not
evident. Considering this, is a church that
does not pray actually a church?

The same can be said about individual
believers: Prayer is the barometer of a
believer’s health: a believer who prays is a
believer who is healthy, even if external
success is not evident. Considering this, is a
believer who does not pray actually a
believer?

How is our church doing with this? How are
you as a believer doing with this?

Let’s pray. More frequently. @
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