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Mi@hael’ Musings

\\Velbers

The New Year has come, the pandemic is
still going on, and everyone’s trying to
figure out what to focus on this year.

There was a father who loved his family
very much. He did everything he could to
provide not only the necessities of life, but
a comfortable lifestyle. They were able to
go on vacation to a different country each
year; they owned a large house with a
fireplace and a two-door garage; their
children had the best Christmas
ever—each year—and everyone in the
family was generally very happy.

However, this was not a “keeping up with
the Joneses.” Materialism was not what
this family was about. They simply
enjoyed the wealth they had, without
being dependent on it. It seemed that
here was a model-family, living in
harmony with each other, and knowing
what counts most.

And what does count most? If you had
asked the father, he would have said: “My
family. My wife and children are what's
most important in my life. There is nothing
| wouldn’t do for them.” This father and
husband was the provider, protector, and
responsible leader par excellence.

Unfortunately, this family did not stay
together. Unfortunately, providing for his
family, as a genuine expression of his
love, was not enough. Unfortunately, long
hours working on tasks in the office
resulted in short hours working on
relationships with his family.

They had a lot of stuff and they were quite

)

happy with their economic status. But a
few weeks of vacation each year could
not make up the time missed over the
remaining 11 months. Husband and wife,
father and children, although they still
loved each other, had become strangers
living in the same place. This wonderful
home had become a mere house, a
lodging place for the way-too-busy
provider. And so, after a few years of
living alongside each other as strangers,
the family fell apart.

Of course, this will not happen to me, or to
you. We are smarter. We KNOW that
family comes first. Not just in terms of
providing, but in terms of spending time
together. We KNOW that life gets busy,
but we are sincere and make efforts to be
and remain close to each other in our
families.

| want to challenge you to sit down and
evaluate: how are you spending your
time? There is a nice theory of spending
quality time with family. Quite frankly,
quality time only happens during quantity
time. We cannot plan a few SPECIAL
hours of quality time. It just happens
WHENEVER.

It is true that we need to work and earn
our living. It is true that money does not
grow on trees, nor food falls from heaven
(although THAT has happened before, if
you look into the Old Testament!). It is
true that we need to work hard. However,
it is also true that relationships take work,
hard work.

If you go to work each day and expect a

cheque at the end of the month, that's
normal. But if you fail to work on your
relationships, with your family, friends,
neighbours, or God, and then expect
some kind of payout, some kind of
benefit, some kind of growth or relational
closeness, then think again. “Garbage
in/garbage out”: if you don’t spend time
with your loved ones, what do you think
you will get?

For those of us who are very
task-oriented, here is a thought: add to
your to-do list the actual TASK of
spending time with people. Sounds
simplistic? Sure. Will it help? It may. So
give it a try. And remember, life is not all
about producing; it is as much, if not
more, about relationships.

And, one more very important thought at
the end. Building close relationships with
our spiritual family is actually even more
important than with our physical family.
Wait! Did | just write that? Don't
misunderstand: our earthly family is
indeed vitally important. However,
Scripture makes it clear that it is our
spiritual  family where our main
allegiances must lie: God as our Father,
and fellow believers as our brothers and
sisters. Again, don’t misunderstand: | am
NOT talking about church activities or
ministry over personal family, but about
intentional time with God and believers.
And with that, | want to encourage you to
spend much time with the important
people in your life: God, other believers,
AND your earthly family. Invest
QUANTITY time, and reap QUALITY

time. @
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