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People in Bible times were so
fortunate; the LORD spoke to
(some) people audibly and led
others with signs and wonders; for
instance, God led the people of
Israel with a pillar of cloud and a
pillar of fire. It was so visible! They
knew exactly where to go. But
somehow, they didn’t do it. They
didn’t obey. Instead, they often
complained. They didn't have
faith. How come? | wish the LORD
would lead ME like He led them; |
would be different. And | wish He
would speak to me in an audible
voice and tell me what to do! |
wish.

But if God was really telling me
what to do, | would have to listen
very carefully. And then | would do
it, right? Or maybe not. Maybe |
would have to say, “Excuse me,
LORD, could you please repeat

(uly 2021)
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that? | think | missed some
details.” And then God would
repeat it. Again. And again. And
then He would say “Just write it
down!” And | would. But it would be
a lot to write down. Too much. Too
complicated. And then | would say
“‘LORD, would YOU please write it
down?”

Ha! Done! He actually asked some
other people to do exactly that.
Now it's SO EASY. | can just read
it. Again and again. Much better.
More reliable. Do | really need to
hear God’s voice in order to know
what He wants? Do | really need
some cloud to guide me? No, it's
actually better to read His Word.
I's much more precise! Not in one
ear and out the other. Now | can
read, reflect, remember and share
it....the possibilities are almost
endless. What a BLESSING!

Who needs ‘miracles’, pillars of
cloud or fire, an audible voice,
when you can have the BIBLE?
THAT’s A MIRACLE!! If | forget, |
can read it again. What a
BLESSING!

So next time you read about
people in Scripture and you begin
to ENVY them because they heard
God audibly, or saw His guidance
visibly, remember that we have it
so much better. It's really a
wonderful blessing. So go back to
your room. Get THE WORD. Open
it, read it, reflect on it, and
remember it, and then apply it. @
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THEOLOGY OF WORSHIP

[Noah]hial

Introduction

The worship of God is a
perpetual activity that pervades the entire
life of every true believer in Christ —
essentially, it is a lifestyle. English
clergyman and theologian  William
Nicholls asserted that worship is “the
supreme and only indispensable activity
of the Christian Church”. Humankind
exists solely to worship and give absolute
glory to God in every aspect of life (Is.
43:7) and Creation’s only natural
response to God’s glory is worship, for He
is the only One deserving of such a high

order of praise, thanksgiving, and
submission (Ps. 96:11-13). As Bob
Rognlien describes it, worship is a
“pbidirectional encounter with God”

(Experiential Worship, p. 31), existing as
a divine initiative in which God reveals
Himself to His worshippers, and they in
turn respond to God with humility,
gratitude, and faith.

The Purpose and Necessity for
Worship

The first main purpose for
worship is to pay homage and express
submission before God. In accordance to

the Greek language of the New
Testament1, worship is a complete
“bowing down” or “prostrating” as a
gesture of absolute adoration and humble
praise. In addition, the Old Testament

contains  numerous examples  of
prostrating oneself before another.
Sometimes it was done to express

respect for another, but more often than
not it was done rather as an expression of
inferior status and subservience to
another. The bowing position does not
allow for one to watch and observe the
movements of another, thus exposing
oneself to attack from any side. It is thus
a position of trust and absolute reliance
upon another. In the same way, the hearts
and attitudes of a true worshipper must
adopt such a position of humility and
subservience before God as a pattern of
life. It is an acknowledgement of His
sovereign presence throughout all of
Creation as well as His gracious rule over
His children. Though true worship is not
purely constituted by any particular
posture or gesture, “the Old Testament
makes it clear that faith, gratitude, and
obedience are the essential requirements
for acceptable worship” (Engaging with

God, p. 63).

The second main purpose for
worship is to serve God. Another verb in
the Greek Bible often translated “to
worship” is latreuein2. However, outside
of biblical contexts, latreuein is more
adequately rendered as “to serve”, and
more often than not, the verb is readily
associated with “master-slave”
relationships rather than hired
employment. Unquestioning subjection to
God’s command and perfect will is at the
heart of Christian worship. The writer of
the book of James describes himself as a
doulos, or “bond-servant’, both of God
and of Jesus Christ (Jn. 1:1). In other
words, James recognised his permanent
position of servitude at the mercy and feet
of the almighty  Creator, and
wholeheartedly committed himself to
become a vessel for God’s love and a
guileless reflection of His overwhelming
glory. The lives of all God’s worshippers
must serve as a reflective testimony to
the indescribable greatness of God the
Only True King. As His Chosen and loyal
subjects, Christians are to live in
unending  faithfulness and  joyful
obedience under His authoritative



command (1 Pt. 2:9). It is only through
such submission that Christians may fulfil
the role of “a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship” (Rm. 12:1).

The third main purpose of
worship is to respect God. Dotted
throughout both the OIld and New
Testaments is the command to “fear the
LORD your God” (Dt. 10:20) and “give
Him glory” (Rv. 14:7). Although the Old
Testament acknowledges that trembling
in terror or shaking in dread may be
appropriate responses to God’s presence
in certain contexts (e.g. Ex. 3:6; 19:16;
20:18-19; Ps. 2:11-12; Is. 2:10, 19, 21), a
“fear of God” is, more positively, a
reverence or respect that arises out of
acknowledgment of His unrivalled
magnificence and sovereignty. According
to Peterson, “to fear God is to keep His
commandments (e.g. Dt. 5:29; 6:3, 24;
Ec. 12:13), to obey His voice (e.g. 1 Sa.
12:14; Hg. 1:12), to walk in His ways (e.qg.
Dt. 8:6; 10:12; 2 Ch. 6:31), to turn away
from evil (e.g. Jb. 1:1, 8; 2:3; 28:28; Pr.
3:7), and to serve Him (e.g. Dt. 6:13;
10:20; Jos. 24:14)” (Engaging with God,
p.71).

Such a lifestyle of reverent obedience is
surely in order for the Only True King (Dt.
6:13).

The Trinitarian Foundation of
Worship

Jesus, in His conversation with
the Samaritan woman, summarised the
entire theological foundation of true and
honourable worship in a single succinct
statement: “God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and
truth” (Jn. 4:24). Worship is Trinitarian by
nature, for it is founded upon the
Godhead, and all worship is directed
towards the Trinity. When Jesus speaks
of the “spirit”, He is referring not to the
human spirit but to the Holy Spirit, who
brings new life and confirms us in the
truth (Jn. 15:26-27; 16:13-15). Worship
itself is a function of the Holy Spirit, for
Christians testify the indwelling of the
Spirit and belonging to Christ, ultimately
bringing praise to the One who has
sealed their salvation through the Spirit
(Rm. 8:16). It is only by the Spirit's
residence within their hearts that
Christians are able to return to God in
humble worship and subservience. We
are in the Spirit as the Spirit is in us, just
as Christ is in the Father and the Father is

in us through His Spirit (Jn. 14:20; 17:21).

“Truth” is  another critical

component of true worship as described
by Jesus in His conversation with the
Samaritan woman. In fact, Jesus was
referring to Himself when He spoke of the
Truth (Jn. 14:6). As “giver of the living
water” (Jn. 4:10, 14; 7:37-39), Jesus
alone proves the ultimate revelation and
is the sacrificial lamb through which
Christians receive the life-giving and
life-sustaining Holy Spirit of God. As
Peterson describes it, “Jesus is not the
focus or object of worship in [John]
4:23-24 but the means by which the
Father obtains true worshippers from
every nation (cf. Jn. 12:32)" (Engaging
with God, p. 99). True worship can only
be achieved through the blood of Jesus
Christ, which justifies and sanctifies those
who place their trust in His redeeming
power. This divine truth of salvation
constitutes the entire Christian faith, and
without it, worship is rendered baseless
and meaningless (1 Co. 15:14). Such a
misrepresentation of God undermines all
understanding of His nature and being,
and ultimately begs the question: “Who,
then, is the God of Christian worship?”
But by the surpassing grace of God, the
Truth has been given to all who believe.
Though anyone can “worship” God, the
interference of sin has made it so that
relationship with Him is impossible (Pr.
14:12). without the Truth of salvation.
Jesus is truly the only Way, Truth, and
Life. Meaningful worship, therefore, is
built upon the foundation of salvation
given to the faithful through Jesus Christ,
who is the Mediator of worship (1 Tm.
2:5).

God formed all of Creation to
perfection through His sole power (Gn.
1:31a), and it is by His amazing grace that
all Creation has breath and life (Jn.
1:3-4). But despite His overwhelming
status, God is pure love (1 Jn. 4:8). and is
eternally jealous to know and be known
by humankind (Ex. 34:14). The
culmination of all Christian worship aims
to engage with God the Father. Mankind
was once hopelessly separated from
Him, but through Jesus Christ's
propitiation for sin, all true believers have
free access to a relationship with the Most
High. The Father seeks those who
worship Him in Spirit and in Truth,
initiating the very communion Christians
seek to have with Him. Since the
inception of the universe, God the Father
has been orchestrating an epic tale of
redemption, for man cannot reach God by
His own means or strength. In the face of
such powerful grace and aweing

sovereignty, Creation’s only appropriate
response is to “break forth into joyous
song and sing praises” (Ps. 98:4)!

The Triune God forms the single
immutable foundation for all Christian
worship, regardless of form or style.
Existing in perfect harmony with One
another, all three Persons of the Godhead
are equal in divine status and are
deserving of immeasurable honour. True
worship is an indescribable interplay and
beautiful engagement between God and
man. A worship life-orientation grounded
in Spirit and in Truth is precisely what God
is pleased to see in His chosen people.

The Practice and Diversity of
Worship

The true worship of God can be
expressed through a multitude of forms
and styles. In the book of Romans, the
apostle Paul makes a grand exhortation
to all Christians. “I appeal to you
therefore, brothers, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship” (Rm.
12:1). Rather than watching in from the
sidelines, all Christians are called to live
worshipfully. Sacrifices usually require
the use of dead bodies, but Paul makes it
clear that true worship remains alive and
breathing — spiritual stagnation is not an
option.

Worship is not limited to the
space of a building. Rather, submission to
God can take any number of forms. In his
book Ancient-Future Worship, Webber
states that “music-centred worship has
indeed become a common way of
thinking about the presence of God.
However, it is an extremely limited
understanding of God’s presence.” (p.
133). God is omnipresent (Ps. 139:7-8),
thus perpetuating the need for worship to
exist as a lifestyle rather than mere
music. Paul extends the definition of
worship, exhorting God’s worshippers to
do everything for the glory of God (1 Co.
10:31). The prophet Micah effectively
summarises the concept of worship as a
life-orientation, asserting that God is
pleased by those who “act justly”, “love
mercy”, and “walk humbly with [Him]” (Mi.
6:8). These three fundamental pillars of
worship function as testimonies to the
glory of God, for it is truly in the everyday
tasks of life that Christians are called to
worship the true King.



Much of today’s liturgy is originally
derived from the Catholic church’s seven
sacraments, and were it not for Martin
Luther and the Protestant movement,
today’s Evangelical churches may have
ended up keeping all seven sacraments.
However, “where the Catholic church
originally recognised seven sacraments,
Luther initially recognised three (baptism,
Eucharist, penance), and shortly
afterwards only two (baptism and
Eucharist)” (Christian Theology, p. 404). It
is for this reason that most of today’s

Evangelical congregations generally
observe the rites of baptism and
Eucharist.

Baptism exists as the paradigm
of cleansing — an outward proclamation of
an inward conversion. This sanctification
through water may have originated from
Levitical practice, as the Levite priests
were commanded to undergo a symbolic
cleansing in water both before and after
performing their priestly duties (Lv.
16:23-24). Though this act of cleansing in
the Old Testament was not specifically
labelled “baptism”, it does highlight the
importance of holy ceremonial cleansing
with regards to pleasing God. In the same
way, John’s “baptism of repentance” (Ac.
19:4). retains its significance as the
pinnacle of cleansing. All who are
baptised do so unto Jesus’ death and
resurrection (Rm. 6:3-4), symbolising a
lifelong commitment to the will and
service of God — a life of perpetual
worship.

Observance of the Eucharist, or
Holy Communion, is constituted by the
eating broken bread and the drinking of
wine. A rite instituted by Jesus Christ
during the Last Supper, Eucharist serves
as a powerful symbol, remembrance, and
proclamation of His sacrifice until His
eventual return (1 Co. 11:23-26).
Eucharist’'s ultimate purpose is to remind
God’s worshippers of His immeasurable
love, grace, and yearning for unity with
humankind.

The Role of Spiritual Disciplines
in Worship

The purpose of all Christian
worship is to glorify God through
exaltation and praise. However, the
convoluted ideals and constructs of
humanity have, throughout history,
enslaved all people to self-interest,
superficiality, and fear. The book of
James warns against such amity with the
world, stating that “whoever wishes to be
a friend of the world makes himself an

enemy of God.” (Jm. 4:4). Liberation of
the inner spirit from such ensnarement
comes to all believers in the form of
Spiritual Disciplines, tools with which
worshippers may overcome the world’s
misguided ideals. Disciplines such as
Discernment help to provide clarity into
the will of God, whilst others such as
Fasting serve as reminders of human
dependence upon an almighty God.
Attuning oneself to the omnipresence of
God is essential for engaging with Him on
a personal level. A heart of intentional
worship must be present and actively
receptive to God within all believers,
fostering a genuine desire and power to
do what pleases Him (Ph. 2:13).

The Context and Implications of
Worship

Many of today’s churches
struggle to maintain their congregation
attendance. In an attempt to counteract
declining numbers, some churches resort
to flashy services and mainstream music
to attract a larger audience. However,
“when trying to develop culturally relevant
worship, there is a dangerous tendency to
substitute creativity and innovation for
solid biblical content” (Experiential
Worship, p. 90). The fundamental issue at
hand lies within the congregation itself,
whose tendency is to adopt a “passive”
habit of worship and be “acted upon”. No
motion is made to intentionally engage in
worship, mostly due to the fact that the
Gospel has been made to seem
“‘mundane” and “inapplicable” by the
present worldly context.

Moving a congregation from
“passive” to “participatory” worship
involves an experience of worship in
which God’s worshippers engage with
Him on a deeper, more intimate basis.
The foundation upon which experiential
worship stands is found in the book of
Deuteronomy, which reads, “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your
might” (Dt. 6:5) The collective
superordinate goal of loving God wholly in
Spirit and in Truth supersedes a cold
doctrine of individualism with the
welcoming call of community and
acceptance. Worship leaders have the
responsibility of forming and curating
worship services that “stir up one another
to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the
more as you see the Day drawing near.”
(He. 10:24-25) People feel more inclined

to act of their own volition when others in
their immediate community are living the
Gospel themselves as well. In this historic
time of cultural and contextual revolution,
recovering the biblical paradigm for
experiential worship is one of the keys
that will enable an inversion of worship
from passive to participatory.

Conclusion

Worship is a privilege; it is an
unprecedented engagement between
God and mankind initiated by the
surpassing grace of God. Fully submitting
ourselves to the will of God, worship is
defined by becoming slaves to the Gospel
as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to
Him who brought us out of darkness into
His  wonderful light. What an
overwhelming joy it is to live and breathe
worship as children of God!

“Amen!

Blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving
and honor and power and might be to
our God forever and ever!

Amen.”
(Revelation 7:12)

(Written on May 6, 2016 in partial
fulfilment of the requirements for
Worship and Spiritual Leadership 12)
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Footnotes:

1 mpookuvéw (proskuned): | go down on
my knees to, do obedience to, worship.

2 See Luke 1:74, Acts 7:42, and Hebrews
9:14
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