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Sharings From Interns 2026

| LEARNED...... | GAINED...... - Abigail Lee

| learned that | need to be more organized and plan more beforehand, like if anything goes wrong to have a backup plan. |
also learned that co-workers need to communicate better with each other. | also gained more knowledge about being a
Christian during spiritual development meetings.

UNFORGETABLE TIME OF GROWTH - Emily Fong
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My time interning with the church has been an unforgettable time of growth.

Stepping into greater responsibility allowed me to experience the strength of our church community in a whole new way,
working alongside dedicated leaders, watching campers worship with genuine enthusiasm, and seeing kids ask deep questions
made every hour of preparation deeply rewarding.

But stepping into this role wasn’t without its hurdles. Mid-week physical and mental exhaustion tested my endurance and
pushed me out of my comfort zone. Through those low points, | learned that fruitful ministry doesn’t depend on my own
perfection or energy, but on relying on God's grace when my own strength runs out.

To our church family: | want to thank you for every prayer and word of encouragement that helped me through my challenges.
I'm super grateful to see how God is moving in our church.

WITH ALL MY HEART - Jason Leung

| got the opportunity to learn more about my faith and | got to experience God working in so many campers' lives, as well as
my own. | loved doing the hype worship in the intro outros during VBS and the active participation during AlA. Spiritual
development helped guide me back to the path God wants me to be on, and helping out with the little tasks around the
Church allowed me to improve on my responsibility.

At the same time, | found myself very stressed at some points, as | was often told to take charge of everything. Carrying the
duty of 4 people felt really difficult at some points, with little to no reward. That was what | felt near the middle of the journey,
but I then found peace after reading Colossians 3:23, where it reminded me that | wasn't chasing a reward. | was here to honor
God and | delivered, as | put my best efforts into everything | did these last 8 weeks.

VALUABLE LESSONS ABOUT LEADERSHIP - Ray Yeung

One of the biggest lessons | learned is that timing and patience can make a huge difference when working with kids. At first, |
thought spending lots of time delegating tasks before a game was a good idea. However, | quickly discovered that spending
ten minutes explaining who should do what can feel like ten hours to a group of energetic kids. While | was organizing, many
of them became bored, distracted, and started paying attention to everything except the activity. | now think that delegation is
important, but doing too much of it at the wrong time can take away from the fun, excitement, and attention.

Another lesson | learned is that yelling is rarely the answer. There were moments when | felt frustrated and thought raising my
voice would help everyone focus. Instead, it had the opposite effect. The kids became nervous, quieter, and less willing to
listen. | realized that children respond much better to calm instructions and patience. Managing kids requires understanding,
self-control, and the ability to stay positive even when things get chaotic. A calm leader earns respect much faster than a loud
one.

Finally, | learned the importance of starting early. It is easy to think that waiting a few extra minutes will not matter, but those
minutes can quickly turn into a lot of stress later on. When preparations start late, everything feels rushed, and small problems
become much bigger. Starting early gives time to solve issues, stay organized, and feel more confident throughout the day.

Overall, these experiences taught me valuable lessons about leadership. | learned that too much delegating can slow things
down, patience works better than yelling, and starting early prevents unnecessary stress. While | made a few mistakes along
the way, those mistakes helped me become a better leader and made the experience much more rewarding.
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How many years have : ) What is something that felt really If you had to pick the single most
Name g What is your favorite memory : p
you been joining hard and how have you overcome important lesson or skill you
from Awana? 1 3
Awana? it? learned here, what would it be?
The original/first TNT For me, | had a hard time committing
Sleepover, was such a great to reading the Bible. | had a lot of .
. & Memorizing John 3:16 at a young age
Brooke Since | was 4 years old memory for me, all the games homework, and other activities but 4
d and other Bible verses.
and God and the early morning Awana gave me an opportunity to
snacks. read God'’s word.
Jaeden 9 years Bringing a friend from school Polbg allthe goldicredts | sadnit give God forgives
up.
Jonathan From. the beginning of Sl pover = tyear Mer-nor:zmg the verses for gold and Mermorization
cubbies having to catch up
My favorite from Awana is Something that felt hard long time One of the skill I learned is to serve
Marco | have been in Awana for | playing games and having a lot | ago was knowing other people. others. The skill to help serve others
2 years of fun with friends. Another When | joined, of course | wouldn’t and to help younger peoples. Just like
part of my favorite memories know much but now, it is not like | learning how to lead others.
was the TNT Sleepover. don’'t know anyone here in Awana.
My favorite memories were When games time teams were unfair, | Being Happy. Sometimes in Awana
when we had sleepovers as a and nobody did anything abou.t it: you don't always get what you want,
family of God, and we all had Then, one day, my team was winning | 5,4 you have to learn to accept it.
o riadl b ealtct ard all the games, and | was really happy. | | ke being on a team with your
played games together. But then | looked at the othe.r ttlaams, friends. I learned that when | wanted
Another favorite memory was AldtheriersNot Compla.lnlng. | to be on a team with Brooke, and the
when all the clubbers learned that theywere belr_lg S°°d leaders said NO, | looked around and
; . : . sports, and when | complain, it Rl P P e
Noel | have been in Awana for | including sparks and cubbies, | doesn’t help, because it is really hard e =S S
seven to eight years. joined together and made to make everything fair, and the leaders said yes to me, they would
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day | leaders are doing their best. Another | have to say yes to everyone, and then
crafts together, and we helped thing was trying to complete and everyone would be with their friends,
the littl finish all the gold that | didn’t do the | and it would be hard to make even
EUIEISORES: years before. | wanted to get the " F e 1dr't b
timothy award, and | learned that Eamsreexampic WOl GMEbe
getting the reward is not the best fair if all the grade sixes (and soon to
part, it's the feeling after you tried so | be grade sevens) were all on the same
hard to finish. | learned that you have | team.
to make commitments, so you don’t
have to go back and fix or finish
them.

AWANA Graduates

Our church has been running Awana since 2015. It takes place every Friday evening from 7:00-9:00. Over the years, we have a
team of faithful leaders and volunteers to commit their time and energy to discipling all the children ranging from age 3-12.
Through Awana dinner, life stories, Bible time, Awana games, special club events and the support of different fellowships, we
help kids “belong to a loving community, believe God's word, and become followers of Jesus”. In June, we had 5 graduates,

Brooke, Jaeden, Jonathan, Marco and Noel. As they reflected on their Awana journey, they shared some of their thoughts with
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us. May God continue to grow them strong with the support of our church family.
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Finallvy Married! varco Lee
y

I AM SO THANKFUL

| am married to Michelle on April 11, 2026. | am very thankful to my bride’s parents, who have brought her up as such kind and

wonderful woman, | promise to take very good care of her all my life!

| am also very thankful to my mom Michelle. She kept telling me that | am God's child. Her job was to take care of me on
behalf of God. Now Mom, you are in heaven, Jesus must have whispered to you saying, “Well done! | am so pleased.”

We had a small wedding, but we are very thankful for the many angels who helped to make it successful and meaningful, even
at the last minute requests. And there were many more who cared could not make it to our wedding, especially our

grandparents.

MY JOURNEY GROWING UP

Just like many Chinese parents raising their kids, mine had one golden rule for me growing up: “No girlfriend while in school.
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" Because if | did, that's it.

Life is over.

No time to study, no future.

| would end up being homeless, doing drugs and dealing drugs on the street.

And spoiler alert | listened and | followed this rule but somehow, | still became a drug dealer but luckily it is the legal kind as a
pharmacist. So | guess my parents were half right.

Anyways, as | was saying, | actually 100% believed my parents which is the difference between me and most other kids raised
by Chinese parents. Because the image they created was so scary. | never really questioned them.

The toughest part of following this rule though is that with this face of mine, | had to reject a lot of girls. Yeah... | broke a lot of

hearts. | think | rejected like... six seven girls. So after | graduated university, | thought—finally! No more rejecting girls.

But... turns out... there were no girls left for me to reject. Reality hit hard man. | used to think | had game. | thought | was funny.
Until one day, a coworker asked me “"Hey Marco, are you a dad?” And | was like no, why? She said, “Because all your jokes are
dad jokes.” Yeah, that really hurts. And of course | didn't invite her to come to my wedding.

THE PATH BROUHT ME TO MICHELLE MY BRIDE

And at that point, | realized | actually don't have any game and | might never have a girlfriend or a wife. But then... TSN turning
point: | met Michelle. She laughed at all my jokes. We got along so well. And that's when | realized—she also has no game.

I.u

You know how in sports they say, “game recognizes game”? For us, it's “no game recognizes no game.” It's a perfect match.

Looking back in our relationship, Michelle has taught me a lot. Especially about fashion. Before | met her, | knew brands like
Nike, Adidas, Puma, Under Armour...You know... the guy starter pack.

But after | met Michelle—my brand knowledge skyrocketed. She would scroll through Instagram and be like, “Hey look at this,
this is this brand, that's that brand...” And I'm just sitting there like..."l didn't even know that existed.”

She also introduced me to a whole new world of plushies. Now | know names like Brown and Cony from Line Friends,

Cinnamoroll, Miffy, Jellycat and many others.

Lastly, | want to share a dream | had before my wedding. | don't usually remember my dreams... but this one really stuck with
me. In the dream, | had a teenage daughter and her name is Mimi. Her full name is Mimi Lee so go figure.

Anyways, it is the summer before she enters high school and we were hanging out, eating ice cream on a hot summer day here
in Richmond.

And somehow, the conversation turned serious and | told her, “Hey Mimi, you must not have a boyfriend while you're in
school.” And then without any hesitation, she looked at me and said: “Bruh... no cap... you got dad jokes.”
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